Amendments to the Claims 



1 1 . (Currently amended) A data collection and reporting method comprising-tbe 

2 s t e ps of , in a central computer system, automatically, that is, independent of any 

3 required human intervention : 

4 i)_receiving over a transmission channel an electronic representation of an 

5 image of a physical form that embodies a report concerning at least one parameter from 

6 at least one sende r, the form having a plurality of data fields, each corresponding to an 

7 indicator of at least a partial value of at least one of the parameters ; 

8 ii) identifying the location of the data fields in the received representation 

9 of the image of the form; 

10 iii) automat i cal l y both extracting report data from the report and 

1 1 automatica ll y storing the extracted report data in a memory; 

12 for at least one third party, storing a set of party-specific rules in the memory; 

13 associating the received report with the corresponding third party; 

14 associating at least one fourth party with the sender and with at least one of the 

15 third parties; and 

r 16 via th e n e twork, a ll owing acc e ss by th e fourth party to at l e ast a s ele ct e d port i on 

17 of tho oxtract e d report data from tho rospoctivo s e nd e r; 

18 in which: 

19 the third party is an agenc y that communicates with the central computer system 

20 using an agency computer system ; 

21 the fourth party is a client of the agenc y and communicates with the central 

22 computer system using a client computer system, the agency and client being 

23 contractually related entities ; 

24 the sender is a person referred by the agency to the client and performs work 

25 tasks for the client; 

26 the at least one parameter ^includes t ime worked by the sender on behalf of the 

27 client; and 

28 further comprising, within the central computer system: 
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29 via a publicly accessible transmission network, a ll ow i ng receiving access 

30 requests b y from the agency and the clien t sent through their respective computer 

31 systems to rocpoct i vo party spooif i c for portions of the extracted report data defined 

32 according to the respective party-specific rule s sp e c i f i c to e ach part y , and responding to 

33 the access reguests bv returning the reguested report data to the agency and client. 

34 respectively, including automatically, that is. independent of any required human 

35 intervention, completing any reguests for and a ll ow i ng at l oast ono third party act i on of 

36 interactive and iterative review, modification or annotation, inclusive, of the report data 

37 by the agency and client according to each party's respective party- specific rules; 



38 whereby the central computer system is an intermediary system between the 

39 sender on the one hand and the agency and client on the other hand and exposes 

40 different interfaces to the sender, agency and client. 

1 2. (Original) A method as in claim 1 , further comprising the step of 

2 transferring a copy of the extracted report data to the third party via the network, 

3 whereby the transferred data resides at and is available for processing by the third 

4 party. 

1 3. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 2, further comprising the following 

2 steps: 

3 storing the report extracted data in the memory in a predetermined common 

4 format; 

5 before transferring the extracted report data to any third party, converting the 

6 extracted data into a format specified by the rules associated with that third party, 

7 whereby third parties operating different hardware platforms and processing software 

8 may receive and process extracted report data from the same memory within the central 

9 computer system. 

1 4. (Original) A method as in claim 1 , further comprising the step of storing in the 

2 memory third-party indicated annotations associated with the extracted report data. 
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1 5. (Original) A method as in claim 1 , further comprising the following steps: 

2 receiving, from the third party, a confirmation or rejection indication relating to at 

3 least a portion of the extracted, stored report data; and 

4 upon receipt of the rejection indication, directing the sender to resubmit a 

5 corrected report. 

1 6. (Original) A method as in claim 1 , further comprising the following steps: 

2 storing an image of the report as received; and 

3 via the network, allowing access by the third party to the image, whereby the 

4 third party is able to confirm the accuracy of the extracted report data. 

7-8. (Canceled) 

1 9. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 1 , i n wh i ch tho roport i s a physica l 

2 fefmr-further comprising tho stops of, w i th i n tho oontra l syetom : 

3 automat i cal l y rooo i v i ng from any of a p l ura l ity of tho sondors, v i a a transm i ssion 

4 channo l , an o l octron i c roprosontat i on of an i mago of tho physica l form, tho form having 

5 a plurality of data f i elds, oach corrospond i ng to an i nd i cator of at l oast a partia l va l uo of 

6 at l oast ono of tho paramotors; 

7 automat i ca ll y i dont i fying tho l ocation of tho data f i elds in tho roco i vod 

8 roprosontat i on of tho i mago of tho form; 

9 automat i ca ll y oxtracting from th e id e nt i f i ed data f i e l ds tho at least part i a l va l uos of 

10 th e corr e spond i ng param e t e rs; and 

1 1 automatically storing the extracted values -report data in a predetermined 

12 common format in the memory for subsequent processing. 

1 1 0. (Original) A method as in claim 9, in which the electronic representation of 

2 the image of the physical form is generated using a conventional facsimile machine, 

3 whereby the transmission channel is a standard telephone line. 
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1 11. (Currently amended) A method as in claim 9, further including the step of 

2 transferring the stored extracted values to the third party via the network, all processing 

3 of the physical form after transmission by the sender up to and including transfer to the 

4 third party via the network thereby taking place automaticall y, that is, independent of 

5 any required human intervention . 

1 12. (Currently amended) A data co ll ect i on and report i ng method compris i ng the 

2 stops of. i n a contra l cystom as in claim 9. further comprising : 

3 r e c e iv i ng a r e port conc e rn i ng at l e ast one param e t e r from at l oast on e s e nd e r; 

4 automatica ll y oxtract i ng roport data from tho roport and automatical l y storing tho 

5 oxtractod roport data i n a momory in a pr e dotorm i nod common format; 

6 for at loast ono third party, storing a sot of party - spec i f i c ru l es i n tho momory; 

7 associating the received report with the corresponding third party; 

8 converting the extracted report data into a format specified by the rules 

9 associated with that third party, whereby third parties operating different hardware 

10 platforms and processing software may receive and process extracted report data from 

1 1 the same memory within the central computer system; 

12 v i a a pub li c l y acc e ss i blo transm i ss i on n e twork, a ll ow i ng at l e ast on e third - party 

13 act i on of int o ract i vo and i torat i vo accoss, roviow and mod i f i cat i on or annotat i on, 

14 inclusivo, by tho third party to at l oast a so l octod third party sp e cif i c portion of the 

15 oxtractod roport data accord i ng to that third party's corrospond i ng party specific ru l os; 

16 transferring a copy of the extracted report data to the third party via the network, 

17 whereby the transferred data resides at and is available for processing by the third 

18 partyi 

19 associat i ng at least ono fourth party w i th tho send e r and with at l oast ono of the 

20 th i rd part ie s; 

21 v i a tho network, a l low i ng intoract i vo and i torat i vo accoss, roviow and mod i ficat i on 

22 and/or annotat i on by a fourth party to at le ast a so l ect e d fourth party cpocifio port i on of 

23 tho oxtractod roport data from tho rospoct i vo sond e r; 

24 i n wh i ch: 

25 tho third party i s an agonoy; 
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26 tho fourth party i o a cl i ont of tho omp l oymont agency; 

27 tho condor i o a porson roforrod by tho agonoy to tho o l iont and porformc work 

28 tacks for tho c li ont; and 

29 tho at loact ono paramotor i s t i me workod by tho condor on boha l f of tho c l iont; 

30 th e c e ntral syst e m i s an i nt e rm e diary syst e m b e tw ee n th e sonder on the on e 

31 hand and the ag e ncy and cl i ont on tho othor hand and oxposos d i fforont i ntorfacoc to 

32 tho condor, agoncy and cl i ont . 

13-18. (Canceled) 
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